REGULAR MEETING

6:30 p.m. Monday , July 9th,  2012 City Auditorium Conference Room.
Council Mayor Lynette Fitterer.

Council members present: Delton Kautzman, Eugene Schaaf, Pat Fleckenstein, Gary Hoffmann, Delores Klusmann and Aglae Young

Council members absent:  

Others present:  City Auditor Shian Wessels, Robyn Theil
Minutes

Schaaf moved and Hoffmann seconded to approve the minutes from June 11th and 26th after correcting the mayor’s name from Owens to Fitterer, all voting yes the motion passed.  
Mayor Fitterer appointed Eugene Schaaf and the New Salem Council’s president.  

Gary Hoffmann read the city’s official oath and accepted his elected position as council person. 

Water and Sewer Committee

Wessels presented the board with a three year ($50,000) loan proposal.  The board discussed financing options and decided to utilize the money from the city coffers to pay for the new water meters and readers.  Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to pay for the project as follows.  15% from Water fund, 15% from Sewer fund and 70% from the Sales Tax fund, all  voting yes the motion passed. 
The board reviewed the 2011 Consumer Confidence Report as presented.

Dane Fuchs discussed his concerns with the inoperable curb stop at 303 South 7th Street.  Fuchs explained that several years ago the line was blocked with small rocks and that he was able to clear the rocks and utilize the curb stop.  Fuchs believes that the home owner may have put cement down into the curb stop making it inaccessible.  Wessels explained that according to city ordinances, the home owner is financially responsible for the water line from the home to and including the curb stop.  The curb stop is used to shut off the water to the home in cases of non payment or a water leak. Fuchs feels that this should be repaired.  Fleckenstein moved and Klusmann seconded to order the repair of the curb stop and that the cost is the responsibility of the homeowner, all voting yes the motion passed. 
Street Committee

The board discussed street parking for periods longer than forty eight hours. Many members feel that recreational vehicles should be allowed to park longer than forty eight hours in the summer time as long as it does not block the view of drivers.  Fleckenstein contacted other small cities to inquire about how they handle these issues. Most communities found that the parking issues are low on their priority list.  The New Salem Council will leave the city’s current parking ordinances as is.  
Police Committee

The board reviewed the 2nd quarter police report.

Council person Young explained that she has had several calls recently about the Sherriff’s department and their lack of response to local situations.  Young called Sherriff Shipman to discuss the issue and was told that if dispatch does not feel a law is being broken they will not send out a patrol officer.  Young spent a long time discussing her concerns with Shipman and did not feel that they ended the conversations solving the concerns New Salem has.  It was decided that the police committee will take the next step and compose a letter to present to the Morton County Commissioners. 

Wessels presented a letter from Municipal Judge Austin regarding some discrepancies he has found in the animal ordinances and that he will be working with Wessels to rectify them.  Austin also asked that the city purchase him an official judge’s robe and the council decide to have him dress in formal attire.  

Auditorium Committee
Wessels did not receive an estimate from Keller hardwood floors so will bring it to the August meeting.
Hoffmann is still waiting for another estimate for the kitchen hood system so will report back at the August meeting.

Hoffmann presented the board with a letter asking if a resident could have two memorial trees planted next to the sitting/fountain area next to the auditorium.  Fuchs explained that a sewer line runs through that area and that cold damage the lines.  Fuchs also explained that memorial trees are an issue when they overgrow or die and need to be cut down.  The board agreed and suggested several other places the memorial trees could be planted.  

Family Food pride would like to donate their old floor scrubber to the city of New Salem.  It needs a few minor repairs but is still in good condition.  Young moved and Kautzman seconded to accept the scrubber and to have Fuchs pick it up, all voting yes the motion passed.  

Wessels presented the board with samples of message boards for the front of the auditorium.  The board reviewed the options and asked Wessels to get an estimate for the jumbo horizontal :single sided board and for metal letters with no background the read NEW SALEM AUDITORIM.  The council members will look for more ideas and give them to Wessels before the next meeting. 
Personnel Committee

There has been speculation that Ed Vogel may be resigning from his position so Fuchs will speak with him to see if this is true and will meet with the personnel committee to discuss hiring a replacement if needed.  Fuchs will also compile a job description that would explain what qualifications potential employees would need for the position.    
Building Committee

The Building inspector’s report was presented to the council.  
Sanitation and Garbage Committee
Fuchs informed the board that there was garbage left outside the dump grounds. It is clearly stated that any unauthorized dumping will result in the fine of $100.00.  Fuchs went through the garbage and found that it belonged to Cheri Johnson.  Hoffmann moved and Young seconded to fine Johnson the $100.00 payable to the city immediately, all voting yes the motion passed.   
Ordinances
Wessels presented the board with an updated version of the fire pit ordinances.  Kautzman moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the second reading of the ordinance, all voting yes the motion passed. 
AND ORDINANCE TO ENACT ARTICLE 7 IN CHAPTER 4 OF THE CITY OF NEW SALEM, NORTH DAKOTA, BANNING OPEN FIRE BURNING AND PENALTY

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE NEW SALEM CITY COUNCIL, NORTH DAKOTA

7.0101 DEFINITIONS


Inert yard waste is leaves, branches and other wood and organic properties.

7.0102 BURNING PROHIBITED


No garbage, refuse, or rubbish shall be burned within city limits.  This includes paper products, leaves, or an open burning fire of any nature.  Burning is allowed only if there is an enclosed, covered and approved outdoor fireplace or a special burn permit for large outdoor gatherings, such as a pit barbeque.  Permits need to be approved first by the New Salem Fire Department and secondly by the New Salem City Council.  

7.0103

Open burning for campfires and outdoor cooking is permitted in an approved container constructed of steel, brick, or masonry.  Open burning in portable, outdoor fireplaces is permitted.  Burning that is offensive or objectionable because of smoke or odor emissions, or when atmospheric conditions, or local circumstances make such fires hazardous, shall be prohibited.  All city ordinances pertaining to noise must be followed at all times.  The city council is authorized to order the extinguishment by the responsible person, or the fire department, of any burning that creates or adds to a hazardous or an objectionable situation.

For clarity, a “fire pit” includes belowground pits, freestanding fireplaces, and portable devices intended to contain and control outdoor fires.  All belowground fire pits shall be at least 4” (four inches) in depth, and shall be surrounded on the outside, aboveground, by a non-combustible material such as steel, brick, or masonry.  The fire pit cannot exceed 3’ (three feet) in diameter, nor may the fire pile exceed 2” (two feet) in height.

Fire pits may be used in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications and these specifications:

**Only natural firewood/commercial logs may be burned.  Burning of lumber, pallets, scrap    wood, tree trimmings, leaves, yard waste, paper, cardboard, garbage and similar items is not permitted.

**All fire pits must be located away from any structure or combustible material.  Belowground fire pits and freestanding fireplaces must be located a minimum of 15” (fifteen feet) away from any structure or combustible material.  Portable fire pits must be located a minimum of 15” (fifteen feet) away from any structure or combustible material.

**The fire must be constantly attended and supervised until the fire has been completely extinguished.  A portable fire extinguisher or other approved extinguishing equipment, such as a garden hose must be readily available.

7.0104 PENALTY


Any person who violates the burning prohibition of Ordinances……shall be fined no more than five hundred dollars  ($500.00).  Each and every violation of the provisions of Ordinance …..shall constitute a separate offense.  

New Business 
Kautzman moved and Klusmann seconded to approve the liquor transfer from De Udder bar to the auditorium on July 15th, all voting yes the motion passed. 
Young moved and Schaaf seconded to approve the liquor transfer from the auditorium on July 20th and 21st and from Sunset Inn to the auditorium on July 28th, all voting yes the motion passed. 

Schaaf moved and Fleckenstein seconded to approve the Pledge of Securities as presented, all voting yes the motion passed.  

Young moved and Kautzman seconded to approve the gaming permit application from NS-Almont School, all voting yes the motion passed.  

Paid Chk#  
941 PAYMENT
7/2/2012
$2,421.87

Paid Chk#  
WEB.COM
7/2/2012
$17.95

Paid Chk#  
941 PAYMENT
7/2/2012
$3,318.49

Paid Chk#  010179
ND STATE TAX COMM
6/13/2012
$1,718.70
overpayment

Paid Chk#  010216
ANN GARTNER
6/15/2012
$50.00

Paid Chk#  010217
Bauer, Audrey
6/18/2012
$23.02

Paid Chk#  010218
Bauer, Calvin
6/18/2012
$382.25

Paid Chk#  010219
Blaich, John
6/18/2012
$81.33

Paid Chk#  010220
ERHARDT, RALPH
6/18/2012
$167.28

Paid Chk#  010221
Fuchs, Dane
6/18/2012
$1,511.18

Paid Chk#  010222
Kautzman, Jared
6/18/2012
$430.00

Paid Chk#  010223
Kautzman, Jordan
6/18/2012
$478.26

Paid Chk#  010224
Vogel, Ed
6/18/2012
$706.56

Paid Chk#  010225
Wessels, Shian
6/18/2012
$910.25

Paid Chk#  010226
Bauer, Audrey
6/19/2012
$38.35

Paid Chk#  010227
Kautzman, Jared
6/19/2012
$116.23

Paid Chk#  010228
Kautzman, Jordan
6/19/2012
$129.31

Paid Chk#  010229
CRETEX CONCRETE 
6/28/2012
$184.00
manhole cover

Paid Chk#  010230
Bauer, Audrey
7/2/2012
$76.71

Paid Chk#  010231
Bauer, Calvin
7/2/2012
$398.32

Paid Chk#  010232
Blaich, John
7/2/2012
$97.60

Paid Chk#  010233
ERHARDT, RALPH
7/2/2012
$167.28

Paid Chk#  010234
Fitterer, Lynette
7/2/2012
$364.22

Paid Chk#  010235
Fleckenstein, Patrick
7/2/2012
$267.39

Paid Chk#  010236
Fuchs, Dane
7/2/2012
$1,549.79

Paid Chk#  010237
Hoffmann, Gary
7/2/2012
$225.98

Paid Chk#  010238
Kautzman, Delton
7/2/2012
$292.48

Paid Chk#  010239
Kautzman, Jared
7/2/2012
$634.71

Paid Chk#  010240
Kautzman, Jordan
7/2/2012
$634.71

Paid Chk#  010241
Klusmann, Delores
7/2/2012
$275.84

Paid Chk#  010242
Kuether, William D
7/2/2012
$56.61

Paid Chk#  010243
Schaaf, Eugene
7/2/2012
$292.48

Paid Chk#  010244
Vogel, Ed
7/2/2012
$757.31

Paid Chk#  010245
Wessels, Shian
7/2/2012
$892.04

Paid Chk#  010246
Wolff, Tom
7/2/2012
$254.81

Paid Chk#  010247
Young, Aglae
7/2/2012
$359.80

Paid Chk#  010326
AE2S
7/9/2012
$499.10

Paid Chk#  010327
AG VANTAGE
7/9/2012
$1,301.12
gas and oil

Paid Chk#  010328
AMERIPRIDE
7/9/2012
$158.07
aud floor mats

Paid Chk#  010329
AT&T
7/9/2012
$175.12

Paid Chk#  010330
BANYON DATA SYSTEMS
7/9/2012
$1,490.00
software and support

Paid Chk#  010331
FARGO WATER EQUIPMENT
7/9/2012
$2,168.84

Paid Chk#  010332
MDU
7/9/2012
$1,652.61
street lights

Paid Chk#  010333
MISSOURI WEST WATER 
7/9/2012
$14,940.20
water purchase

Paid Chk#  010334
MORTON COUNTY AUDITOR
7/9/2012
$3,200.00
police contract

Paid Chk#  010335
NAPA
7/9/2012
$89.90
equipment parts

Paid Chk#  010336
ND DEPT OF 
7/9/2012
$2,402.40

Paid Chk#  010337
ND HEALTH DEPT -
7/9/2012
$16.00
labs

Paid Chk#  010338
ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT
7/9/2012
$1,214.70
insurance

Paid Chk#  010339
ND LEAGUE OF CITIES
7/9/2012
$995.00

Paid Chk#  010340
NDPERS
7/9/2012
$569.08
retirement payment

Paid Chk#  010341
NEW SALEM JOURNAL
7/9/2012
$573.70

Paid Chk#  010342
NORTHERN IMPROVEMENT
7/9/2012
$922.44

Paid Chk#  010343
ONE CALL CONCEPTS
7/9/2012
$17.50

Paid Chk#  010344
ROAD WARRIOR EXPRESS
7/9/2012
$98.12

Paid Chk#  010345
RUDS TESORO
7/9/2012
$403.33

Paid Chk#  010346
SECURITY FIRST BANK
7/9/2012
$124.95
payroll taxes

Paid Chk#  010347
Security First Bank BC/BS
7/9/2012
$285.00
Dane insurance

Paid Chk#  010348
SOUTHWEST GRAIN
7/9/2012
$184.00

Paid Chk#  010349
SPIFFY BIFFS
7/9/2012
$71.00

Paid Chk#  010350
STATE TREASURE
7/9/2012
$440.91
biannual audit

Paid Chk#  010351
STRATA  CORP
7/9/2012
$2,213.40

Paid Chk#  010352
TRANSTRASH
7/9/2012
$668.53

Paid Chk#  010353
WEST RIVER 
7/9/2012
$198.73
phones

Paid Chk#  010354
WINKLER TRUCKING
7/9/2012
$175.00
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Lynette Fitterer-Mayor
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Shian Wessels-Auditor

