NEW SALEM CITY PROCEEDINGS

REGULAR MEETING

Monday, December 14th, 2020, 6:30 p.m.
City Auditorium 
These minutes are being published subject to review and revision by the New Salem City Council.
Fitterer called the meeting to order at 6:30pm.

Attendance

Council Mayor:  Lynette Fitterer.

Council members present:  Chad Goetzfridt, Perrin Goetzfridt, Josh Gaebe, Corey Lausch, Delton Kautzman
Absent:  Darrell Itrich 
Others present:  City Auditor Melissa Davis, City Engineer Todd Norton, Karson Henke, Officer Lemoine
Minutes

Gaebe moved and Lausch seconded to approve the November 9th, 2020 city council minutes as presented, all voting aye, the motion carried.

Water Committee
Davis presented the Final Inspection and Acceptance for both the priority one and priority two projects.  Norton stated that all work has been completed to his knowledge.  Also presented was the inspection report for both priority one and two.  C. Goetzfridt moved and P. Goetzfridt seconded to approve the final Inspection for both priority one and two and the Inspection report.  All voting aye the motion carried.
Street Committee

Concerns were presented to the council about cars driving through the dirt area on North 9th Street, the half block just north of the swimming pool.  The area has been closed for many years and Bek seeded the area after the project.  The council was in agreement to close the area off and also close off the west side of the pool if possible.

Fitterer stated that a street light in the north business district isn’t working and Mor-Gran-Sou will no longer service the lights, they only provide the power.  Kautman and Fitterer will try and find someone to fix/maintain the light.  
Auditorium Committee

Davis informed the council that the Auditorium will be close from December 28th, 2020-January 5th, 2021 for the refinishing of the gym floor.
Fitterer stated that complains have been received about the city grounds not being well kept, including the grass this summer and junk around the shop.  Fitterer asked Henke to give attention to the matter and do some cleaning around the shop.  Davis presented a bill from Arrow Service Team in the amount of $1833.34 for drying the floor when water from the boiler leaked on the gym floor.  Gaebe moved and Lausch seconded to pay the bill and not turn it into insurance.  All voting aye the motion carried.   

Sanitation and Garbage Committee

Council members received some complaints about garbage blowing around in the north business district.  Fitterer suggested sending letters to the businesses and request they take some initiative to keep their dumpsters closed or enclosed in fenced areas.  Kautzman moved and Gaebe seconded to send letters.  All voting aye the motion carried.

Police Committee
The council reviewed the November 2020 police report.  
Personnel Committee

The council discussed that city works employee Andy Brunen would be retiring in March.  The council asked that Davis bring a job description to the January meeting and that the position would be opened shortly thereafter.

Gaebe moved and Lausch seconded to approve giving employees cash Christmas bonuses in the amount of $200 to Henke, Brunen, YellowBird, and Davis and $100 to Haff and Blaich.  All voting aye the motion carried.

Fitterer stated that every December the council discusses employee raises.  Davis stated that we have always budgeted for 5% but that usually we give a 2% cost of living raise and no merit raises.  After some discussion about what other communities are paying and workloads C. Goetzfridt moved and Gaebe seconded to approve a 5% raise for 2021.  All voting aye the motion carried.

The next item on the agenda was council raises.  Gaebe moved and C. Goetzfridt seconded to strike the item from the agenda.  All voting aye the motion carried.     

New Business

Allen Tellmann approached Davis about the possibility of the ambulance having to purchase the land where the ambulance hall currently sits since they are in the process of becoming a taxing district.  Kautzman stated that we do have a 99 year lease with the ambulance and that the lease states that the land was surveyed and metal pins were put in.  At the current time nothing needs to be done but Tellmann wanted the city to be aware.

P. Goetzfridt brought concerns about the governor’s executive orders on Covid-19.  P. Goetzfridt stated one way or another he would like to see the Governors executive orders not be enforced in New Salem.  After much discussion it was decided that Davis will visit with the city attorney about the subject and see if negotiations with the sheriff’s department are worth pursuing  and see if the city has the power to put such orders in place above the governor’s with our home rule charter.  If we are able to move forward  P. Goetzfridt moved and Gaebe seconded to amend our contract with Morton County Sheriff’s Department to prohibit the enforcement of executive orders related to the covid-19 state of emergency, to include, but not limited to, social distancing, hours of service limitations, capacity limitations, and the face covering mandate as directed by both Governor Burgum and state health officer.  Voting aye were P. Goetzfridt, C. Goetzfridt, and Gaebe.  Voting nay were Kautzman and Lausch.  The motion passed.  P. Goetzfridt move and C. Goetzfridt seconded to pass a resolution to inform the Sherriff's department of our intent that we would like these executive orders to not be enforced now until our contract is amended with the Morton County Sherriff's Department.  Voting aye were P. Goetzfridt, C. Goetzfridt, and Gaebe.  Voting nay were Kautzman and Lausch.  The motion passed.
Officer Lemoine suggested starting a petition to get the communities feelings on the issue before approaching the sheriff’s department with an amendment.
Consent Agenda
Gaebe moved and Lausch seconded to approve the consent agenda.  All voting aye the motion carried.

13.1  2021 Liquor License Applications


1.)  Rud Corporation-Cenex-On and Off Sale & Sunday


2.)  Rud Corporation-Mobil-Off Sale & Sunday


3.)  Tipsy Cow-The Field-On and Off Sale & Sunday


4.)  Merrilee Dawson-The Buck “N” Rooster-On and Off Sale & Sunday 


5.)  Vivian Bleth-Sunset Inn-On and Off Sale & Sunday


6.)  Red Trail Links-On Sale & Sunday

Lausch moved and C. Goetzfridt seconded to approve the bills as presented, all voting aye the motion carried.
302e
WEB.COM
11/9/2020
$17.95
303e
NDPERS
11/9/2020
$1,414.20
retirement payment
304e
941 PAYMENT
11/9/2020
$2,700.48
305e
SECURITY FIRST BANK
12/1/2020
$19.95
payroll taxes
306e
SECURITY FIRST BANK
12/1/2020
$190.23
payroll taxes
307e
NDPERS
12/14/2020
$1,414.38
retirement payment
308e
941 PAYMENT
12/14/2020
$2,642.32
309e
WEB.COM
12/14/2020
$17.95
web hosting
310e
ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS
12/14/2020
$130.00
6 months dues

13205
SPIFFY BIFFS
11/14/2016
          ($74.00)  VOID

14461
GENEVIEVE WEISS
12/20/2018
($27.96)
VOID refund deposit

15489
ZIONS BANK
10/12/2020
($2,560.58)
VOID Refunding Improvement Bonds 2020

15528
DAKOTA FIRE STATION
11/12/2020
$77.00
Inspect & Service Fire Extinguishers
15529
MDU
11/12/2020
$2,879.73
booster station
15530
SECURITY FIRST BANK
11/17/2020
$14.95
payroll taxes

15531
SECURITY FIRST BANK
11/19/2020
$8,200.00
payroll taxes
15532
Blaich, John
11/23/2020
$198.74
15533
Brunen, Andy
11/23/2020
$1,217.21
15534
Davis, Melissa
11/23/2020
$840.71
15535
Haff, Tyler
11/23/2020
$224.96
15536
Henke, Karson
11/23/2020
$1,225.49
15537
Yellow Bird, Miranda
11/23/2020
$940.14
15538
Blaich, John
12/7/2020
$174.31
15539
Brunen, Andy
12/7/2020
$1,232.59
15540
Davis, Melissa
12/7/2020
$840.71
15541
Haff, Tyler
12/7/2020
$215.45
15542
Henke, Karson
12/7/2020
$1,161.92
15543
Meyer, Mark
12/7/2020
$92.35
15544
Yellow Bird, Miranda
12/7/2020
$947.39
15545
AE2S
12/14/2020
$106.00
15546
ANDY BRUNEN
12/14/2020
$239.46
Clothing Allowance
15547
ARAMARK
12/14/2020
$454.67
aud floor mats
15548
ATCO INTERNATIONAL
12/14/2020
       $121.75  oil
15549
BANYON DATA SYSTEMS
12/14/2020
$1,719.00
software and support
15550
CENTRAL DAKOTA FRONTIER
12/14/2020
$341.46
gas and oil
15551
COFER SANITATION
12/14/2020            
$52.61  meter equip
15552
DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP
12/14/2020
$10.26
marking flags
15553
Dept. of Environmental Quality
12/14/2020
$251.58
lab services
15554
FARMERS LUMBER & GAMBLES
12/14/2020
$114.21
aud/shop supplies
15555
KARENS CREATIVE EMBROIDERY
12/14/2020
$52.00
embroidery fees
15556
KARSON HENKE
12/14/2020
$253.35
Clothing Allowance
15557
MARC
12/14/2020
$748.68
Cold water bacteria mix
15558
MDU
12/14/2020
$3,324.06
street lights
15559
MELISSA DAVIS
12/14/2020
$191.54
light bulbs
15560
MISSOURI WEST WATER SYSTEM
12/14/2020
$13,343.72
water purchase
15561
MOR- GRAN- SOU ELECTRIC
12/14/2020
$120.01
street lighting
15562
MORTON COUNTY AUDITOR
12/14/2020
$3,360.00
police contract
15563
NAPA
12/14/2020
$89.23
equipment parts
15564
ND DEPT OF HEALTH - MICRO
12/14/2020
$32.00
labs
15565
ND LEAGUE OF CITIES
12/14/2020
$140.00
Drug and Alcohol testing program
15566
NEW SALEM JOURNAL
12/14/2020
$161.88 
15567
OFFICE DEPOT
12/14/2020
$188.93
year end forms & enveolpes, calendars
15568
ONE CALL CONCEPTS
12/14/2020
$36.00
15569
POSTMASTER
12/14/2020
$76.00
PO Box Service Fee
15570
ROLIN MANUFACTURING INC
12/14/2020
$130.00
shop misc
15571
TRANSTRASH
12/14/2020
$723.58
15572
WEST RIVER 
12/14/2020
$242.52
phones

CONSTRUCTION BILLS

#1035
BEK


11/19/2020
$44,801.83
Priority 2 Request 4

#1036
AE2S


11/19/2020
$34,927.70
Priority 2 Request 4

#1037
Security First Bank

11/19/2020
$1,037,032.32
Interim Loan Payoff

#1038
BEK


11/27/2020
$95,695.54
Priority 1 Request 13


#1039
AE2S


11/27/2020
$2,545.10

Priority 1 Request 13

#1040
AE2S


11/27/2020
$13,857.40
Priority 2 Request 5

#1041
VOID


VOID

VOID

#1042
BEK


11/27/2020
$840,843.28
Priority 2 Request 5
#1034
BEK


11/5/2020

$240,696.92
Priority 2 Request 3

Fitterer adjourned the meeting at 7:42 pm.  The next regular New Salem City Council meeting will be January 11th, 2021 at 6:30pm.
___________________________________







Lynette Fitterer-Mayor







______________________________________








Melissa Davis-Auditor
